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A Letter from a Phyſician i in London 
to his Friend in the Country, _ 


* 
—— — 


3 q „* 
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PA A VING lately met with 
A Letter from ns Phyſician, in 
London 70 bis 3 in the 
Country, concerning the preſent = 
= between the . © A 
a Licentiates of the College of. Phy- 

Acians in 1 ; I think myſelf obliged, in 
Juſtice to our Univerſities, to obviate the falſe 


Suggeſtions concerning them, which are aſ- 3 
| | A 2 ſerted 
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or more properly Tg eker 94 


- Fthe rather undertake this, becauſe I have often 


known theſe Repreſentations to be the com- 
mon Topic of a certain Set of Men, whoſe 
Intereſt it is to have them believed; and they 


e by them ſo poſitivel ly aſſerted, that they 
Sealed make Impreſſions on People Who 
- are not qualified to judge of the Truth of 


them, and, poffibly, they may have ſome 
Weight with _ 


of to the Reflections made on che Felber 
the College in London, I make no Doubt, 
and you will certainly find, that they are well 
able to give a ſufficient Anſwer to them, if 
they think the Writer worth ſo much Notice : 
But thus far I will venture to obſerve, that, 


by the Letter-writer's own Account, the L1- 


CENCIATES are kept ſo much from the Know- 
ledge of the College's Affairs, that they can- 
not be reaſonably thought to know upon 
what Author! the Fellows firſt made the 


Diſtinction i in Favour of our Univerſities. If 


'T were to gueſs at the Riſe of it, I ſhould 
ſuppoſe it to have been begun about che Be- 
_ginning of King James the Firſt's Reign, when 
our Hiſtories tell us, that the Scots, of all De- 
" nominations, flocked after that King in great 


Numbers into England, as into a Land flow- 
"ng with Milk and Honey, in Hopes of 
feathering cir Neſts here, And, if they 


arc 


JR IE 8 
are unacquaitited with the Affairs 15 hs Col 1 
. lege, they muſt be at leaſt MM ſo wi 


thoſe of our Vniverfities. 


— 


Ixt aides 55 ew the Reaſonableneſs if wr 


College's Diſtinction, I ſhall ſet down the 
Courſe of a Phyſician's Education at Oxford, | 


for I: am not enough acquainted 'with the 
' Conſtitution of Cambridge to enter into a De- 


tail of theirs, and then compare it with that ; 


of the other Univerſities concerned in this 
Diſpute, as far as I have been able to get In- 
formation concerning them. 


” * * * 
Fa 1 
s 


Tur Oxford Students Firſt Seven Yeiry are 


| 


He nt in completing the Degrees of Bachelor 


250 Maſter of Arts; during which Time his 
Studies are directed b the Statutes, and by 
the conſtant Practice of the Univerſity, to ſuch 
Sciences as have indeed, for the moſt Part, no 
immediate Connection either with Phyfick, 
or with any other particular Profeſſion, but 
which yet, if duly attended to, are the Baſis 
on which a ſound Judgment and clear Un- 
derſtanding are founded in all Profeſſions: 
And Two of them, Geometry and Natural 
Philoſophy, are thought, by ſome, 0 to . 
Ay" UNE to/Phyficians. | =» 


+ 


IupRzp, the didactic Part of theſe ebe 


no Figure in the World, nor even in the Uni- 
ROY" having been long ago by Cuſtom 
|  tranſ- 


, 
; 
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6 4 Phyſician in the Cuntry 
transferred from the publick Profeſſors, to the 
ſeveral Tutors in each particular College, both 
as a more familiar, and more effectual, Me- 
thod of Inſtruction; it being very obvious, 
that one Man may, to better Purpoſe, inſtruct 
a Dozen or Twenty Pupils in his Chamber, 
than one Man can teach Three or Four Hun- 
dred in a publick School. The ſame may be 
faid of the daily Exerciſes performed by the 
ſeveral Claſſes of Students in each College, 

they make no Appearance in the World. 


Tux publick Exerciſes of Diſputations, 
Lectures, &c. performed in the Schools, are 
only Proofs of their Sufficieney and Progreſs. 
It muſt be confeſſed, that many idle young 
Men do come into the Schools very much un- 

rovided on theſe Occaſions, on a Fook-hardy 
that they ſhall not be viſited by 
the Officers appointed to ſuperintend theſe 
Exerciſes; and they ſometimes eſcape, the 
Number of thoſe Officers not being near equal 
to that of the ſeveral Claſſes of Students, who 
may happen to be doing their Exerciſe in the 
Schools at the ſame Time (I mean this of the 
ſuperior Officers, for every Claſs has a Mo- 
derator to ſuperviſe it); but theſe Exerciſes 
are ſo various, and performed at ſo many dif- 
ferent Times, that any one muſt have 
extraordinary Luck to eſcape through them 
all : And as ſurely as they are viſited, if they 

ate found deficient, they are obliged to do 
„ their 


- 
. 


4h 5 


1 15 bir Fri in London 1 
their Exerciſe over again, till they do N eil 


or they can have no Degree. Beſides theſe. 


Exerciſes, they muſt undergo the Examina- 


tion of Three Maſters of Arts, who, to pre- 
vent Colluſion, are forbid by the Statutes to 
be of the ſame College with thoſe who are 
to be examined; and at theſe Examinations 
in their ſeveral Sen and in the Greek and 


Latin Tongues, ſome or other of the ſuperior 
Officers of the Univerſity. do uſually attend: 
And if it happens at any Time that they do 
not, .the Maſters of Arts who examine them 


e full Power to determine of the Inſuf- 


ficiency: And a Teſtimony of their Suffi- 


ciency, under the Hands of thoſe Naters is 


neceliary to their having a Dette. 


3 by this preparatory Courſe of ge- : 


neral Study, the Oxford Student has arrived 


to the Doves of Maſter of Arts, he is to 


make his Choice what Fabrick he will build 
upon this excellent Foundation ; and, if he 
intends a Medical one, he is now firſt enrolled 
among the Students of that Faculty : So that 
the Profeſſion of an Oxford Student in Phy- 
fick is his own Choice, made uſually at the 


| is of Four or Five-and-twenty at leaſt, when 


an may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be ca- 
pable of chuſing, and of ſeeing the Neceſſity 
of qualifying himſelf by Study for the Exer- 
ciſe of it. Some indeed may have formed 
their Reſolution earlier ; but tar has nothing 
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* AVING. made G of his Profeſſion, 
is now to a himſelf to a- 
Studies ey immediately „ ; 
and, for his Aſſiſtance herein, the Profeſſor 
of Phyſick has under him a Prælector of Ana- 
tomy, and another of Chemiſtry. But here 
again the publick Appearance of 3 
fails; for theſe Prælectors not being 
their Audience (as. the foreign Rae are) 
and having but ſmall Salaries allowed them, 
when t reed publick Lectures in the School, 
chuſe rather to forego their Salaries, by omit- 
ting to read publick Lectures, than to incur 
the Expence of providing Bodies for Diſſec- 
tion; and other expenſive Materials, neceſſary 
for their ſeveral Courſes of Anatomy and Che. 
-miſtry ; and to read Lectures priontely to Web 
as will pay them. Ln 


Tux Prælector of Botany was formerly one 
of the Profeflor's Deputies; but that Article 
was, fome Years ago, put upon a ſeparate 
Footing by Dr. Sherrard's Benefaction; and 
there is a very good Phyſick Garden, where 
the Profeſſor of Botany teaches that Brooch 


Hxxx then a Student in Phyſick may, if 
he will (and I ſuppoſe the foreign Univerſities 


do not go out into the Highways and 1 


3 b lend in London. 

and compel them to come in) learn Geometry, | 
Natural Philoſophy, Anatomy, (a medical 
Courſe of which implies an Explanation of 
the Animal Oeconomy, and an Account of 
the Diſtempers to which each Part of the 
Body is ſubject) Chemiſtry, and Botany. The 
ſeveral Profeſſors have been generally Men of 
Learning and Skill in their particular Branches, 
though perhaps not ſo much given to cry their 


Trade by ſcribbling, as ſome other Profeſſors. 


The 644 Prælector of Anatomy's Reputation 
was ſo well eſtabliſhed in London, while he, 


thought fit to continue his Lectures there, 2 


that it can receive no Addition from any 
Thing I can ſay of it; and, though he chieffy 
relided! in London, yet he had annual Courſes. 
of Anatomy at Oxford : And the only Reaſon 
why the preſent Prælector, who is very well 


qualified, has not annual Courſes there, is, 


becauſe, upon his firſt Attempt, he found 
that a Stranger, who had, by the Univerſity's 
Indulgence, obtained Loves to read Lectures 
there, having been incorporated into the Uni- 


verſity, had made fo large an Acquaintance 
among the Students in Phyſick, as to engage 
them all to him. So that there are Lectures 
at Oxford, though the een Fee 8 


does not read them, TED j- 


annual, 


Ed oy TursE 


TAE Courſes of ne are likewiſe 
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Tuesx are the Foundations of the various 


Branches of Medical Knowledge ; and after 


Three Years ſpent in theſe preparatory Stu- 
dies, and after giving a Proof of his Profi- 
ciency, by diſputing on ſome Two Medical 
Queſtions before the Profeſſor, or his Deputy 
(who ought, in Point of good Manners, at 
leaſt, to be allowed 4 competent Judge) and 
each Time explaining the Subject of the 
Queſtion in a Latin Oration, the Oxford Stu- 


dent is admitted to the Degree of Bachelor of 


Phyſick, or, in the Words of the Admiſſion, 
fo read the Aphoriſms of Hippocrates : That 
is, he is to build upon the Foundation he has 
laid, by reading the Fathers, both ancient and 
modern, of the Profeſſion, and from their 
Writings to make himſelf acquainted with the 
Nature, Cauſes, Hiſtory, Prognoſticks, and 
Cure of Diſeaſes ; and, after Four Years ſpent 
thus (this Part of the Work muſt be perform- 
ed proprio marte, let a Man be of what Uni- 
verſity he will) and reading Six Latin Lec- 
tures of an Hour long each, or elſe explain- 
ing ſome Book of Galen in Three Lectures, 
he is admitted to his Doctor's Degree, and 
authoriſed to make Uſe of the Materials which 
he has collected in his Reſearches. And, tho 
the Letter- writer is pleaſed to aſſert, that De- 
grtees in Oxford are conferred by incompetent 
Judges (page 24.) yet Decency will, I hope, 
induce him to alter his Opinion in that Point 

8 ä when 


” 


when 12 is bold. thus, þ Wah unqualified 
the Vice-Chancellor, who confers the Bere 


may be to judge of other Profeſſions than his 


own, yet no Degree is conferred, in any Pro- 
feſſion, without the Teſtimony of the Profeſ- 
ſor who has ſuperintended he Student's Ex- 
erciſes, that he is fitly qualified for the Degree 
which he deſires to be be admitted: 8 


Ir may indeed rh abjachal, that thee Lec- 
| tures are often read to bare Walls; and it is 
true, that they are often read when there: is 
no Audience : But it is ſcarce to be ſuppoſed, 
that any Man, at the Age of Two or Three- 
ind-chivey (and ſo 8 are before they are 


Doctors of Phyſick at Oxford) and who is | 


under the Obligation of an Oath to do his 
Exerciſe ſtatutably) will play the Boy. ſo ar- 
rantly, as to come into the School, after fix- 
ing up Notice of his Lectures in the moſt 
publick Places of the Univerſity, unprovided 
of ſuch Lectures, as he would not be aſhamed 
to read to-any Audience, ſince he can never 
be ſure that he ſhall not have a very learned 
one. All whom, I have-known, have. . | 
= great Pains to compile them. a 

Tx 1s is the Courſe of an Oxford Educa- 
tion, in the didactic Part of which the Pro- 
feſſor of Phyſick alone was originally con- 
cerned; but ſince the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Os Preledtors under him, he has always 
8 5 SE . 


— 


12 A Phyſician in the Country 
applied himſelf chiefly to ſuperintend the pub- 
ick Exerciſes of the Students, and to the 
other Duties of his Office; and, if he does 
not reſide in Oxford himſelf, he always ap- 
Points a Deputy, who is conſtantly reſident | 


* 


TRHESE are all the Opportu 


nities that any 
VUniverſity can afford, and the Method of them 
is far preferable to any; and, when a Man 
has thus furniſhed his Underſtanding, he muſt 
take the Chance of his Capacity, and of his 
Judgment, for the reſt : For the Practice of 
Phyfick cannot be learned like Shoe-making; 
or a mechanic Trade. 


Tur Letter-writer aſſerts, That Medicine 
3s not regularly taught either at Oxford or 
Cambridge. If he means Medicine in its 
largeſt Senſe for the Art of Phyfick, 1 ab- 
ſolutely deny his Aſſertion, for the Reaſons 
above-mentioned : But if he means it in the 
more reſtrained and particular Senſe of Phar- 

' macy, he muſt excuſe me if I uſe a ſomething 
vulgar Expreſſion, and tell him, that he talks 
like an Apothecary. For, when a Man has 

learned the Nature and Property of Bodies, 

the Principles of Mixture, and the Virtues of 
Simples, — Natural Philoſophy, Chemiſ- 
try, and Botany, and his own Experiments 

made upon theſe Foundations, he will be able 
to underſtand the Rationale of all Medicines, 


both 


"7 | fo bis Tried 3 in Yn, 994 ts. 
' both fimple and compound, and to vary ans 5 
esmpound them differently in his Preſerip- 
tions, as Need ſhall require, without an &ð1« ꝶ́M; 
preſs Courſe of Pharmacy, which is the e 
fineſs of Apothecaries. But—The Ia * en 5 
Jatory was chiefly compoſed b Leyden Graduates. 
Alt might be fo in the firſt Inſtance ; but I 
know, that an ingenious practical Chemiſt: in 
London, on his own Accord, made Experi- 1 
ments of all the Chemical Proceſſes, as faſt as 1 
he could get Copies of the Receipts, and from ] 
time to time communicated his Obſervations 
to the then Preſident of the College; from 
which Obſervations of his, moſt, if not all, f 
the Chemical Medicines were corrected, after 
they came out of the firſt Compoſer's Hands. 
So that mere Lectures, we ſee, will not teach 
the practical Part of Chemiſtry (which is no 
inconfiderable Part of Pharmacy) even in thoſe 
Places where Medicine is profeſſed to be re- 


gularly taught : Nor indeed in any other Part : 
of Phyſick. | 
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Lr us now take a View of the Courſe of 
Medical Education in the other Univerſities, 
Whoſe Graduates are concerned in this Dif- 
pute. They moſt of them come either from 
Scotland or Leyden, and perhaps ſome few _ 
from Hall; Padua, I think, not at ee e 
Much frequented by the Engl WP: 1 
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5 Glan, ie is aid. "=" 8 Edu- 
- 1s conducted, as I am inEriged. in the 
following Manner: As ſoon as the Lads come 
from School, they ate put Apprentice to an 
Apothecary, and, when * have ſerved 
Three Years 3 him, they ſet out for the 
Univerſity, where they enter hag upon 
Courſes of Anatomy, and other Lectures re- 
lating to the preparatory Knowledge of Phy- 
- fick, which being finiſhed in Two or Three 

"Years, they are made Doctors: What their 
Exerciſes are I know not. 


Ar Leyden, the regular Courſe is to attend 
Lectures of Anatomy, Sc. immediately upon 
their firſt Coming, and ſo to continue for 
Four Vears; then they are to publiſh a Latin 
Theſis, or Treatiſe, upon ſome Medical Sub- 
jects, which they are to defend in the pub- 
lick School, againſt the Objections of the Pro- 
feſſor of Phyſick; and to go through an Exa- 
mination in all ſuch Points as the Profeſſor 
thinks fit to put to them. This indeed looks 
like ſomething; and if a Man can do this 
himſelf, he may; but if he cannot, his Theſis 
may be bought of ſome or other of the Pro- 

feflors — for about Two Guineas, and in 
the Defence of it be prompted into the Bar- 
gain; and if a Man in his Examination bog- 
geiles for an Anſwer, the Profeſſor puts * 

; right one in his Mouth with an Hoc velts di 


ere 


» 


# 


1 
Fl - A 7 


cere, and 5 he re his 8 


I can be the more poſitive in 2 Point, Er a 


received this Account verbatim from a Leyden 


Graduate, who had ſpent his whole Four 5 


5 Years there in Boerhaave's Time, and 


never been at any other Univerſity, ren have x 
no other Attachment, nor any Motive to give 
ſuch an Account but the Truth of it. And, 


to confirm the Probability of it; let the Leyden 
Gentlemen but look over the Liſt of Graduates 
there, and ſee how many they will find-among 
them who never ſtayed there Half the Time 
| above-mentioned, how many that are utterly 
incapable of compofing, or defending. proprio 
marte, or (I had almoſt ſaid) even of con- 


ſtruing the Theſes which are * in 


their Names. 


> 


Ar Hall this Practice is more openly oh 


ed; for the late learned Profeſſor Frederick 
Hoffman has publiſhed ſeveral Hundreds of 
theſe Theſes: I have a printed Catalogue of 
about Two Hundred and Fifty, of which 
One Hundred and Eighty-eight are diſtin- 
guiſhed by a Note, to be of the Profeſſor's 


own 1 ; and he frequently quotes : 


them in his other Writings, by the Title of 


Differtatio naſtra de, &c. And yet theſe were 


all publiſhed in the Name of the qe ee 
who made Vie of them. | 


» * , 0 
* . ; + 
£ ot 
; : 
4 / 


> 5s * 4 . 
j , 1 - + 
"4 F HEE 


, , 7 K If 4 bye 
5 : EY : . : + f 2 Fe 2 2 25 . 
N 1 „ 
, F * » 5 ? "4 - 
* — of - , 
5 C 4 = £ 
b . As 33 
2 i * 
, F 
* 
* = 
= = 


"Ae 1 I 
How many e A cn = | 
1 fanſied themſelves too Apo for their own. 


Buſineſs ? Nay, Hoy many Apothecaries Ap- 


prentices, who, from the ſame Motive of 
pragmatical Vanity, have left their Maſters, 
perhaps before they had ſerved half their 
Time, and running over to Leyden, or down 
to Scotland, have commenced Doctors in leſs 


Time than they could have been Apothecaries 


if they had ſtayed at Home, are to be found 
among the 322 both of Leyden and 
Scotland? Theſe have ſure no Pretence to be 


Phyſicians, but on the ridiculous Suppoſition, 
that all the Knowledge requiſite for a Phy- 


. fician is comprehended 1 in Medicine alone. 


Bur whatever the Rules of any of theſe 
Univerfities are, there is one Way of giving 
Degrees which is diſcretional in all; this is, 
ſending Diplomas abroad, to People who neyer 
come near the . and the licentious 
Uſe the Scotch Univerſities (without Excep- 
tion) make of this is too notorious to need any 


farther Mention : 


Tux Difference then between an Oxford 
Education and that of theſe other Univerſities, 
is this: An Oxford Student is expected to com- 
plete his Studies before he is admitted to prac- 


tiſe: But the others begin at the wrong End, 


| * are turned out to Practiſe mere Boys, with 


unfledged 
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 unfledged and raw Judgments, and before her,. 


begin to ſtudy, any farther than the Lectures 
of their Profeſſors ; and if they ſtop there, as 
the greateſt Part of them do, whatever the 
Learning and Worth of the Profeſſor may be, 
all the Oracles they have heard him pronounce 


* 


will be to them but as the Sword of Achilles 


* 
- 


in the Hand of Ther/ites. 


 THntxe are ſome indeed of another Stamp, 
who apply themſelves to Study afterwards, and 
often arrive to a good Degree of eminent Merit; 
and to ſuch the Arms of our Univerſities are 
always open, of which ſome of the preſent 


Fellows of the College in London are living 


Witneſſes, who, I dare believe, retain a juſt 
Senſe of the Candour of our Univerſities in 
this Reſpect. Neither is the erecting ſuch 
Gentlemen Doctors any Matter of juſt Com- 
plaint: For it muſt be conſidered, that this. 
Compliment is paid to the Eminence and 
Merit for which they are conſpicuous at the 
Time when they receive it. But if either of 
our Univerſities were to admit them ad eun- 
dem Gradum, this would be throwing back 
the Date of that Reward to a Time when 
they certainly had no Eminence at all, and 
when it does not appear .that they had any 
ſuch Merit as ſhould entitle them to Doctor's 
Degree in our Univerſities. Beſides, it would 
be hoiſting them over the Heads of her own. 
Sons, in Point of Rank, and the Seniority of 

al C . = ma 


18 4 Plyjion in the Country 
heir] The Conſequence of which 


would be, that no one, who deſigned himfelf 


for a Phyſician, would go through a regular 
_ Courſe of Study at either of our Univerſities, 
but all would cry, We can get a Doctor's De- 
Sree at Leyden, or in Scotland, in Two or 
Three Vears, or perhaps ſooner, and we can 


at laſt be admitted ad eundem Gradum at Ox- 
. or Re. 


Tux 2250 e and Agreement, which 
the Leiter- writer tells us has been lately eſta- 
bliſhed between the College at London and our 
Vniverſities, lays, by his Account, one of the 
Univerſities under as much Reſtraint as it does 
the College, and muſt be allowed, by all un- 


prejudiced Judges, to be a 5 Renn Step 


on both Sides. 


20 s to thoſe who are ie in our 
Uiiveriities and have or do frequent any fo- 
reign Univerſities; the very Notion and Air 
of Travelling has carried many Abroad, where, 
by keeping a greater Variety of Company, 

_— generally acquire more Aſſurance than 
perhaps they would have learned at Home, 

and ſo they paſs better upon the World: And 
I have known ſome Gentlemen led by their 
Curioſity to viſit Leyden ; but moſt of whom 
have come Home ſo diſappointed, that they 
dave ſorely regretted the Loſs of the Time 
and Money which their-Expeditions had coſt 


them. 


o bis Friend in London. 


* * * 


ſetting out early in the World, without con- 
ſidering whether they were qualified to act in 


ſuch as, being either errant Dunces, have vo- 


luntarily quitted our Univerſities, for fear of 
undertaking the Exerciſes that muſt lead them 
to Degrees in Phyſick ; or, being idle, profli- 
gate Wretches, have been expelled for their 
irregular Courſes of Life: The common Re- 


fort of both theſe Claſſes is to fly to Leyden, 
or Scotland, for Degrees in Phyſick; and they 


never fail to meet with a kind Reception at 
both Places. | san 


Tun Caſe being thus, there appears a very 
manifeſt and juſtifiable Reaſon, why the Col- 
lege ſhould make a Diſtinction in Favour of 


our Univerſities ; and that Diſtinction being 
once made (for which I take it for granted 


that the College had good Authority) the Li- 


centiates who are Graduates in our Univerſities 
are, as it were, probational Fellows of the 
College; but the others are not ſo, being 
merely permiſſi ad practicandum, to ſave them 


from a Proſecution : For the Statute ſays, That 
none but Graduates of. our Univerſities ſhall prac- 
ziſe without 4 Licence from. the College; and 


this Prohibition makes all others liable to the 
Penalty expreſſed in the College's Charter, f 
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them. Others have left our Univerſities pureiix¶x 
for the Sake of taking their Degrees ſooner = 
at other Places, to gratify their Ambition of 


for every Month that | 
* k + 8 reſo 1 a Licence. And I have 
= f ee Omilin in the Col- 

3 not to make a Diſtinction in the Form 
the Eicences which they grant to their pro- 
© bational — and thoſe which are ym 


1 nav often wondered at the great Free- 

dom which the College uſe in granting Li- 
cences to Apothecaries, or almoſt any-body 
that will aſk for them, eſpecially their extra 

| ones, which has brought their Licences into 
* very near as great Contempt as an Aberdeen 
Diploma, and is a great Encroachment upon 

thoſe Graduates of our Univerſities who are 
Ee: ſettled in the Country. But I hope the Con- 
ceſſions made to them (as the Letter-writer 
tells us) - by one of our Univerſities, in relation 
to Degrees, will induce them to lay ſome Re- 


ſtraint upon themſelves for the future, in this 
Article of Licences. 


i 


Tux Argument of the Scotch Gentlemen 

from the Union, is in itſelf ſo fimple, that I 

have a better Opinion of their Underſtandings 

than to believe, that they are in earneſt when 

they mention it ; for the Privileges of all in- 

. corporated Bodies are expreſsly excepted in the 
: Act of Union; and it cannot be denied that 

our Univerſities are ſuch Bodies. It may be 

| _ indeed, that ON do not claim a Right a 
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ſuch Rights as we cannot have without being 
firſt Members of our Univerſities, they wouk 
effectually be admitted to the Proves of in- 
corporated Bodies. Beſides, the Univerſities 
of Scotland are ordered, by the Act of Uniohy 
to continue on their old Footing : I know this 
is particularly meant of the preſpyterial Regi 


men, to preſerve the national Religion of 5 2 


Scotland; but the enacting Clauſe is in general 
Terms, that they ſhall continue upon their 
former Footing (without any Exception); ſo 
that as they were alien Univerſities upon their 


former Footing, they are ſo ſtill, 15 _ N 
Act of Union. 


Tux Argument of the Letter-writer, deawit 
from the higheſt Offices in the Church, and 
the Law, being ſometimes beſtowed on Per- 
ſons who have never been educated at our 
_ Univerſities, is, with Regard to the Law, a 


manifeſt Fallacy, or is rather quite beſide this 

Purpoſe ; for the common Law is not an aca» 
demical Study in England, but the Two Tem- 
ples, and the other Inns of Court, are the 


Jurſeries of that Profeſſion: If, therefates he 
would have ora any Thing from that To- 
pic, it ſhould have been, that the Higheſt 


laces of the Law had been given to Perſons 


who never were Members 1 ol * Inne EY 
of Court. _ 


k - 


7 
of People's being huddled into Orders and 
Preferments, who have either never been at 
dur Unirerſities, or have left them for very 
bad Reaſons. But theſe are the Incuriæ, the 
Mende, to ſay no worſe, of the Governors of 
our Church, and art far from being worthy 


As to the Foreign Profeſſors, I will do 
them the Juſtice to own, that many of them 
are Men of Reading, and their Lectures are 
ſome of them a tolerable Common-place Book: 
For their whole Buſineſs being to read Lec- 
. tures, for which 2 by their Au- 

dience only, they are under a Neceſſity of 
furniſhing themſelves with Materials, if it be 
only to amuſe their Hearers; and that Amuſe- 
ment rather than Inſtruction is ſometimes their 
View, s from an Anſwer one of them, 
af the Reputation among them, once 
gave to a London Phyſician, who, in a private 
Letter, had made Objections to ſome of the 
Profeſſor's printed Opinions, the Anſwer was, 
Serie erudiendis non eruditis: And the F m 
A . for 
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+  * to bis Friend in London, +. 

for Degrees being likewiſe a conſiderable 
df the Profeſſor's Maintenance, 
afford to reject any Candidates t 


II nar conclude with a 


which I have ſomewhere met with in m 3 
Reading; I think it is in Seneca gn Rt 
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r - & multum ſeduli, plurimos offic rofeſſime occidunt. 5 3 


{on , 5 
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